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such a vast and scattered organization can, the rural tide
of the school curriculum, and the Normal Schools devote
much time to this.
The Punjab village schoolmaster—in the absence of any
other centre of enlightenment—has a very big opportunity
and a very big responsibility. As he trains the village
children, so will be the village of the next generation.
His influence for good will obviously be infinitely greater
if his home, as well as his school, reflects the new light, but
this can never happen until his wife can share his burden,
so that the first requisite of a village schoolmaster is a wife
who has received a full training in the women's side of
domestic and village culture.
The teacher bewails the effect of pohli* weeks and health
weeks, singing and propaganda parties and so on, upon his
examination results. His best possible contribution to the
cause, however, is the example of his home and school.
Clean, bright, smart children arriving punctually at school
are a far better advertisement of the better village move-
ment than any amount of singing parties, processions,
slogans and weeks. If the boys are really and intelligently
interested in the fighting of pests and weeds, there will be
no need for laborious fatigue parties to demonstrate its
necessity.
The school garden or farm is too often a matter of routine.
It should be the opening of the wonder book of nature.
Every operation in every plot of ground should have a
definite purpose, which has been carefully discussed in
advance with the students. Budding, layering and grafting
are excellent things to teach. In advanced areas such as the
Canal Colonies, the best use of the school plot is perhaps to
teach the growing of flowers and vegetables. In backward
1 A very noxious and prickly weed.    See pp. 219, 229-30.

